2019 Summer Selfie Book Project
Why are we doing this project?
1. This project gives you an incentive to read over the summer months. Having a hands-on activity to go along
with your book will motivate you and hold you accountable.
2. Reading makes you more successful! Studies show that not reading for the summer puts you at an academic
disadvantage. Successful students read a minimum of 20 minutes each day. Even though this project requires
you to read only one book and one informational text, you should try to read 4-6 books this summer to prevent a
summer slide in your literacy skills.
3. This project will help your teacher and your peers get to know you better. It might even inspire them to add your
book to their reading bucket list.
Where do I find a good summer reading book for my project?
1. You can choose one of the recommended books on the Aqsa Summer Reading List and check a copy of this
book out from your English teacher’s classroom library. Please return it next year when school starts.
2. If you are not interested in one of these books you may choose a book from your local library or bookstore. You
must make sure your book is Islamically appropriate. Please have your parent’s sign a permission slip if you
decide not to choose a book from the Aqsa list.
3. Before you choose a book try to read some reviews about it. You can find lots of book review websites online.
Two we recommend include: www.dogobooks.com or www.goodreads.com
4. WARNING!!!! Do NOT choose a book that you’ve read before in the past for another teacher or on your own.
Pick a fresh one, so you are reading it for the first time.
*Where do I find a good informational text for my summer reading project?
You can go to the website www.newsela.com to find free access to hundreds of news articles and journals. Also,
www.tweentribune.com is also a good resource to use as you search for an article that is appropriate for you.
What do I need to include in my slide show?
You must have a minimum of 9 slides total and include at least 5 selfies total in your slide show.
● Title slide- Contains book’s title, author, student’s name, and a selfie of you reading the book.
● Setting slides-- Introduces and weaves together the setting of the book and your trip in a clever and creative
way. Includes images for both the book and selfies of you at your vacation spot.
● Character slides—Introduce the main characters of the book and selfies with the people on your vacation.
● Summary slides-- Introduce the main problem of the book. Includes 3 or more images representing major
events in the book. Hint at the book’s ending, but please no spoilers. You should also share what you did
while you were on your summer trip and any problems you had as you were reading this book.
● *Informational text slide-- You provided an oral summary of the informational text you read this summer.
Informational texts are non-fiction and usually come from journals or online news articles. Include at least 3
bulleted facts & an image on your slide with a link to where you found this information. Try to find an
informational text that connects to your book. If possible choose one about the author or about some other topic or issue
that relates to the book.

●

Rating slide-- Give this book a rating to indicate why you think your peers should or should not read it. You
should also rate your vacation spot. Use a selfie as a visual for your rating.

How long will I have to complete my project and how will it impact my grade?
Take the whole summer to work on this project. Choose your book and take it along with you wherever you go this summer. Be sure to
snap the necessary selfies as you read your book. Be sure to allow yourself at least one week to work on your slides after you
finish your book. Make your slides soon after you finish your book while the text is still fresh on your mind. You will be
expected to present your project during the first week of school. This project will be your first test grade of the
school year, so DO NOT PROCRASTINATE! You should be finished with your project before school starts!

If I am planning to take AP Literature next year, you will read an additional book?
AP Lit are required to read Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. Finish before the first day of school, so you will be ready to write your
first in-class essay about this text. Bring post-it notes or a reading journal (noting page numbers) to show evidence of
annotations.

Summer Selfie Book Project
Student Name __________________________________________
Slide Name
Title
(1 side)

Setting
(2 slides)

Characters
(2 slides)
Summary

(2 slides)
Informational
Text
Summary
(1 slide)

Task
Contains book’s title, author, student’s name, and selfie of you
reading the book. (The book chosen is off the Aqsa summer
reading list or is Islamically appropriate. Turn in a signed
parent permission slip if you are not using an Aqsa book.)
Introduces and weaves together the setting of the book and your
trip in a clever and creative way. Includes images for both the
book and selfies of your vacation spot. (You don’t have to really
go anywhere on a trip. It could be by the pool in your
backyard.)
Main characters of the book are introduced and the people on
your vacation with you are introduced with selfies.
Introduce the main problem of the book. Includes 1 or more
images representing major events in the book. Hint at the book’s
ending, but please no spoilers. You also share what you did while
you were on your summer trip and any problems you had along
the way as you were reading this book.
You provided an oral summary of the informational text you read
this summer. Include at least 3 bulleted facts & an image on your
slide with a link to a website or online journal article where you
found this information. Try to find an informational text that
connects to your book-- about the author or about some other
issue that relates to the book.

Rating Slide
(1 slide)

Give this book a rating to indicate why you think your peers should
or should not read it. You should also rate your vacation spot.
Use a selfie as a visual for your rating.

Overall
Presentation
Quality

Your voice was articulate & enthusiastic. You made eye contact
with the audience instead of reading from slides. You stood to the
side so the audience could view your slides. Kept time within 3-5
minute time frame.
Background and font color and style are easy to read, size of the
font is large enough to see, you followed the 7x7 rule for the
number of words and lines. Animations are helpful and catchy,
but not distracting.

Overall Slide
Quality

Total Grade

This will be your first project grade of the year, so be aware that it
will be weighed like a test grade.

Feedback

2019 Aqsa Summer Reading List
Directions: You must choose from the list for your grade. Please do not read books that are for other grades. If
you choose a book not on this list, it must be Islamically appropriate, and you must get your parent’s approval
by submitting the signed slip at the bottom of this page.
Going into Sixth Grade
1.  Wonder by R. J. Palacio
2. Esperanza Rising b y Pam Munoz Ryan
3. Rules b y Cynthia Lord
Going into 7th
1.  Among the Hidden by Margaret Haddix
2.  Listening to Lions by Gloria Whelan
3. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Going into 8th Year B
1.  City of Ember b y Jeanne DuPrau
2.  Ink Heart by Cornelia Funke
3. Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery
Going into Ninth Grade
1. Petey b y Ben Mikaelsen
2. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
3. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
Going into Tenth Grade
1. Ask Me No Questions by Marina Budhos
2. The Color of Water by James McBride
3. Rebecca b y Daphne Du Maurier
Going into 11th/12th Grade
1. The Life of Pi b y Yann Martel
2. Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
3. Black Boy by Richard Wright
In addition, AP Literature students must read:
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
_____________________________________________________________________________________
If you choose your own book, you must obtain your parent's permission and return this slip to your
English teacher.
I give my permission for my daughter (student’s name) ___________________________________ to read
(book’s title)*__________________________________by (author) _________________________ for the
summer reading project of 2019.
Parent's signature:_________________________________________ Date ____________
*Parents please be sure that the book you are approving your child to read is Islamically appropriate.

Eid Postcard Project
All students must send a postcard to Aqsa School at some point during Eid or shortly after.
Students may purchase the postcard or create one of their own. Students should choose or
create a postcard that artistically expresses who they have become or what they learned
about themselves this summer. They may also share how they celebrated the Eid holiday.
On the back of the postcard, students must write a well-written note occupying all the
space allowed. The note must reveal something new that the student learned about
themselves this summer through an activity or experience they engaged in with their family
or friends. Students must provide specific examples to support their ideas. Students
should also analyze how the image on the postcard symbolizes their growth.
The note must adhere to the good writing techniques, such as--action verbs,
similes/metaphors, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, dialogue, reflection, imagery, alliteration,
personification, etc.
Make sure the student's name is clearly written on the postcard.

This project is worth a grade in your English class!
Postcards must be sent to the following address:

Aqsa School
7361 W. 92nd St.
Bridgeview, IL 60455

