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 From the Desk of the Principal, Ms. Ismail  

As we enter the final months of the 2013-14 school-year, we have much to celebrate.  Academic competitions, service 

projects and in-depth learning all characterize the learning and activities of the quarters that have past.  It is the mission 

of every staff member of Aqsa School to see every child excel academically and grow socially and spiritually.  To fulfill 

this mission we work hard to provide opportunities and hands ïon activities that allow our students to explore, grow 

intellectually and learn about the vast world around them.  This is accomplished in many ways, whether it is attending Youth 

Leadership conferences or hosting Interfaith guests, Aqsa students learn that learning can happen in and outside of the classroom.  

                                                          ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS 
Aqsa Students excel in academic competitions and are able to go truly demonstrate their skills through a fun and engag-

ing learning opportunity.  Some competitions our students competed in this quarter include:  SCIENCE:  Elementary Science Fair, 

You Be the Chemist- Amatullah Mir to advance to State Level, Regional Science Fair: 10 students to advance to State level in 

May.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ESSAY: Three High school students were named finalist in the national  Islamic school essay contest.                                       

Muslim Interscholastic Tournament (MIST): 5 students to advance to national competitions!                                                  

MATH: Our 3 M, Math competition team outscored thousands of entries to be in the final top 50! 

AQSA IN THE MEDIA: NPR and RadioIslam Highlight Aqsa School staff and students 

Just listen to the Chicago land airwaves and you will probably hear about Aqsa School.  Ms. Tammie Ismail was interviewed by 

Radio Islam about Islamic School Education.  To hear students share their talents, listen to National Public Radio, WBEZ , to hear 

Aqsa students Selma Demir and Eman Elkossei recite spoken word and speak about their experiences as Muslim Americans.                      

 

TAKING LEARNING OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM 

Argonne National Laboratory- Women in Science Shadowing Day: 6 young aspiring scientists and Aqsa High School students had 

the enriching opportunity to meet with nuclear physicists, marine biologist and other highly accomplished  women in the field of 

science .  The event was both educational and inspiring. 

Elementary Theatrical Performance- Aqsa students in grades Kg-4th performed with the grace of Broadway professionals during 

the annual  Arabic Elementary Theatrical performance.  With fables and comedies, the plays were entertaining and informative! 

CAREER DAY-On March 4th, Aqsa School held a Career Day in which we had 12 Muslim Women Professionals present to our 

high school students. Each woman generously dedicated her precious time to speak to our students about her profession. This 

event was a wonderful opportunity for our students to become interested in different fields and these women served as role models 

in the community who are shining examples of strong, successful Muslim Women in the workforce. Our high school students 

gained knowledge that will certainly guide them through the process of finding a career they are passionate about.  

Community Service Day- On Tuesday April 8th, our 6-12th grade students all participated in our Annual Community Service Day. 

Our students made relief packages for those in need, fed families of chronically sick children and the homeless, supported organi-

zations that help individuals with developmental delays, visited the elderly, helped to restore and maintain a flourishing ecosystem 

in our local environment, and gave special attention to preschool children. Our students eagerly participated in the dayôs activities 

and learned the meaning of service, leadership, dedication, and compassion. We hope that this event is only the beginning of a life 

dedicated to serving others for our students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PITTCON SCIENCE CONFERENCE: Students in grades 5-8 saw science brought to life at the PITCCON science exhibition.  

With hands-on exhibitions, science experiments and live demonstrations, students were able to experience the  multitude and 

depths of science. 

More pictures inside this issue. 
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honors level course, your child must complete the class(es) before 

being allowed to enroll in that class(es).  If your child is struggling 

in a particular area, we will recommend that your child take a sum-

mer class. Your childôs teacher will make recommendations if nec-

essary and you will also be notified along with a list of possible 

classes to take and their locations.  If you find an alternate program 

to the options we provide that might be more conveniently located, 

please bring us the information and we will review it before you 

proceed to register. 

I encourage all families, in all grades to provide some type of aca-

demic activity for your child over the summer.  Please begin look-

ing into summer programs in the area in which you live.  Online 

practice sites can always be a great resource for those who are un-

able to go to an outside location. 

Finally, I encourage all families to register their child(ren) as soon 

as possible for the upcoming school year.   When deciding course 

offerings, we consider which students will be available to take the 

course and have an interest in that subject. 

As always, thank you for the opportunity to educate your child and 

please call or email should you have any questions, comments or 

concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Eve Mersch-Zenki                                                                        

Assistant Principal/Dean 

Assalamuôalaikum Aqsa Families, 

InshaôAllah this newsletter reaches you and your family in the best 

of health and iman. 

Alhamdullilah we have started an exciting fourth quarter.  Within 

the past few weeks we have purchased three Promethean Boards in 

our continual efforts to improve technology in the classroom.  A 

special thanks to the Mothersô Club and the second and third grade 

families that so graciously donated to this project.  Our second and 

third grade classrooms already are utilizing their interactive 

boards, and a third board will be installed in the computer lab 

which will be utilized by all Aqsa students. 

Fourth quarter brings many challenges for our students.  Many 

times our students begin to feel like they can ease up on their stud-

ies because we are reaching the end of the school year; however, it 

is just the opposite.  Please encourage your child to give 100% 

until the end of the year.   Our high school students need to regu-

larly review as AP and final exams will be upon them in the near 

future.  Final exams account for 20% of their final semester grade. 

If your child needs recovery credit for a class that was not passed, 

you will be receiving notification from me and some options 

where your child can make-up this credit.  If your child is recom-

mended for enrichment classes so that she can be considered for an 
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Aqsa School Open House All Girls 6th ï 12th  

Co-ed Pre-K ï 5th  

 Open to All Prospective Families Aqsa School welcomes you to experience our mission through a brief  

information session followed by mini departmental sessions and a tour of Aqsa  

School. A $100 discount on registration will be applied for anyone who attends  

the open house and registers the same week!  

Thursday April 24th 5:30-7:30 pm  Reserve your spot by calling 708 598 2700 or email info@aqsa.edu with 

ñOpen Houseò in the subject line. Walk-ins are welcome!                                                                                                                               

Aqsa School Summer Adventure 2014                              
When: June 11 ð June 27, 2014       Monday ð Friday  10 am ð 3 pm                  

Boys & Girls ages 3 to 13   *Baking *Swimming   *Water play  * Arts & Crafts  
*Islamic Studies      *Weekly Field Trips  *Games & Sports    

Early Registration by May 23      1 child    $260    2 children  $510     3 children  $750  

 Regular Registration       1 child  $285   2 children  $545   3 children  $790  

REGISTRATION FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 2014 -2015  

IS NOW OPEN PLEASE COME TO THE BUSINESS OFFICE TODAY. 

REMEMBER Returning students save $$ on their Registration Fee 
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Girls on the Run  

Science 

Students learned about the scientific method! 

We did our science experiment on how water 

travels through a plant. Students had a carna-

tion and filled their cup of water with food col-

oring to see how water goes through a plant.  

Dr. Seuss week! 

Students loved learning about measurement this 

quarter. We read the story The foot Book  by Dr. 

Seuss, and we measured each other with a 12 in. 

foot   

More elementary News on page 4 

K indergarten News      

Exciting News  

-Students learned more than 100 words!  

-We filled our marble jar to the top, and had 

our second behavior party! Students enjoyed a 

movie with popcorn.  

We inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and 
confident using a fun, experience-based 
curriculum which creatively integrates 
running. 
Girls on the Run is a transformational 
physical activity based positive youth 
development program for girls in 3rd -
8th grade. We teach life skills through 
dynamic, interactive lessons and run-
ning games. The program culminates 
with the girls being physically and emo-
tionally prepared to complete a celebra-
tory 5k running event. The goal of the 
program is to unleash confidence 
through accomplishment while estab-
lishing a lifetime appreciation of health 

Aqsa Students with Coaches Ms Rasheed & Ms. Ibrahim            and fitness. 
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4th  Grade News 

Salam-Alaikum.  Fourth graders have been busy at work 

learning about the different regions of the United States and 

the Gold Rush.  The students have also learned and mastered 

double digit multiplication and division.  In reading, this 

fantastic group just finished reading  Esperenza Rising by 

Pam Munoz.  There are many new things to look forward to.  

The Fantastic Fourth graders will begin reading Tiger Ris-

ing, a novel by Kate DiCamillo.  In math they are working 

with fractions and decimals.  Science is sizzling with the 

energy the students are putting into finishing up their science 

projects.  Science Fair will be held on April 14, 2014.  There 

is a lot of excitement going on, Alhamdulillah. 

Mrs. Khan 

2nd Grade  
Salaam! Second grade has been working 

really hard on many new skills. The second 

graders are working on addition and sub-

traction with regrouping. They are really 

improving and expanding their vocabulary 

by learning new words. We are extremely 

happy to announce that we received our 

smart board. We use it everyday with ex-

citement! I am so proud of the second 

graders for learning how to use it so 

quickly.                                                        

                                                    Ms. Abed 
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Third graders  
Assalmau Alyakum, 

Third grade has had a great quarter.  This quarter we began our first novel Charlotte' s Web. The students are always excited to 
read this story. The students will be creating their own webs at school, that symbolize the web in the novel. In math, we have 
been working on conversions. At first the students were intimated by this new subject matter, but alhamdullah the students 
have all come around and now have embraced this new subject matter. In science, we have begun the scientific method along 
with the science fair. Be on the lookout for science fair packets coming home. Lastly, the students have been learning about 
the government and all it branches. Inshallah, we may have a future President in our third grade class. The third grade class 
cannot wait to begin our fourth quarter journey.                                                                                                                            

Salam,                                                                                                                                                                              
Mrs. Ahmad 

These are a few projects and activities 

the fourth graders have been busy with 
this semester.  


